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Children’s Message

Select one of these options to create a children’s message to fit kids’ interests and gifts and your 
congregation’s size and sanctuary features. You can finish your time together with the prayer.

LIVE THE STORY
God makes all things new, even our 
congregations. Who is the newest member 
of your congregation? Perhaps the newest 
member is a young child. If so, invite the 
parents to introduce the baby to the kids. 
Perhaps the newest member is an adult 
who recently joined your church. If so, 
ask that person to tell how it feels to be 
welcomed into a community of believers.

SEE THE STORY
Ahead of time, write the letter part of the 
story on a piece of paper and roll it up like 
a scroll. Unroll it and read from the scroll 
when you get to that part of the story. Tell 
kids that John communicated with others 
by writing letters on scrolls. Ask kids about 
some new ways John of Patmos might 
send his letter if he were alive today. The 
ways we communicate may change, but 
the message of the story is always the 
same. We are always loved by God.

WONDER ABOUT 
THE STORY
Take this opportunity to catch up with 
the kids by emphasizing the theme of 
“new” and listening to them tell stories of 
their lives. Wonder what’s new with them. 
Wonder what’s new outside and what’s 
new in church. If kids need an example 
to get started, be prepared to share your 
own answers.

READ THE STORY
Place a bookmark on page 518 in the Whirl 
Story Bible. Before church, prepare an 
Alpha sign and an Omega sign. Draw each 
sign on a half sheet of cardstock, and 
attach a craft stick to the bottom. After 
you read the story, give two kids the signs, 
and repeat these words from the story: 
“God is the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. God is everything!” 
Repeat this activity until all the kids have 
had a chance to hold the signs.

NEW  •  EASTER 5  •  YEAR C
TODAY’S READINGS
Acts 11:1-18  •  Psalm 148  •  Revelation 21:1-6  •  John 13:31-35
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PRAYER
Teach kids a prayer that they can say at the beginning of each new day: “This is the day 
that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Amen.” Give each kid a copy of 
the prayer rolled up like John’s letter so they can take it home and slip it into a parent or 
sibling’s lunch box or backpack.

SING THE STORY
John’s letter reminded readers that every 
day is new in God’s creation. Sing the first 
verse of the traditional spiritual “Give Me 
Jesus” with the congregation. Search a 
hymnal for this song, or find a video version 
on YouTube.

In the morning when I rise, 
In the morning when I rise, 
In the morning when I rise, 
Give me Jesus. 
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. 
You may have all this world; 
Give me Jesus. 

WONDER ABOUT 
THE SEASON
Look at the colors of the paraments 
displayed at church and ask if they have 
changed lately. Nope, they are the same 
white as the first four Sundays of Easter. 
Our story says God makes all things new. 
Wonder how something old can be new. 
What if someone came into church for the 
first time today and saw the paraments? 
Wonder if something old for us can be 
new for someone else. Every time we hear 
God’s Word, we can hear it in a new way—
because God gave us new life at Easter!
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