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Our Team is interested in hearing if you have any questions, concerns or ideas.  

Pastor Erik Gravrock  ____ ljlcpastor@gmail.com                      Laurie Kurtz   _____________lkurtz51@gmail.com 

Jan Casmier__________janetcasmier@gmail.com                     Joe LaMere____________joelamere58@gmail.com 

Jodi Church______________cnjchurch@yahoo.com                               Pam Lindloff  ___________plindloff@comcast.net 

Corey Holzer _________ hntonown@comcast.net                    Floyd Zeller  ____________ floyd.zeller@gmail.com 

Judy Zeller_____________ sf49erfanatic@gmail.com 

 Dear Life Journey Family, 

 

As I shared in last month’s article, our recent pledge drive revealed both a continued commitment 

from you all to the ongoing ministry of this church, as well as a shortfall when it comes to giving in 

relation to our budget. As such, we’re faced with some tough decisions regarding our future. I have 

been in touch with a couple of LCMC pastors from within our district to see if there could be any 

possibility for partnering with a larger congregation. Unfortunately, that hasn’t yet yielded any results, 

but I will definitely keep exploring that possibility. It does sound like there could potentially be some 

pastors available for call come this summer, but the question remains if we’ll have the funds to pursue 

another pastor. Not only that, but we’re also having a difficult time filling required leadership positions 

on our Board, which again raises the question of the sustainability of this congregation. While I 

recognize that none of this sounds particularly positive, I don’t believe that it definitively signals the 

end of this congregation. However, it does raise that very real possibility if a sustainable solution is 

not discovered sooner than later. I’m down to the final three months of my interim call among you, 

and while I care deeply about all of you and the survival of this congregation, I nevertheless know that 

God is calling me to focus fully on my ministry at the school once my call concludes on June 18. Thus 

it’s imperative that we make some decisions about what the future holds for this church. 

 

Whenever it comes to making major decisions, I believe prayer should serve not as our last resort but 

rather as our first response. Given the timing of everything, it may seem as though this falls more in 

the category of the former, and yet I believe that it can still be the latter. Since we have now entered 

into this final stretch of my ministry among you, we are faced with some tough decisions. But before 

we attempt to make any of those through our own devices, we’d be wise to begin by pressing into 

God for His leading and guidance. Perhaps we are to keep operating the way we’ve been, and yet 

that can only come from God’s hand given that it’ll necessitate major provision. Perhaps we are to be 

supported by another congregation with whom we can share resources, and yet that will require a 

move of the Holy Spirit in order to align our hearts as one. Perhaps we are to cease identifying as a 

formal congregation, and yet continue to gather more informally for worship, prayer, study, fellowship, 

and service. Or perhaps Life Journey has run its course and we will all be called to disperse in order 

to enrich other congregations within the community. Each of those options remain to be seen by us, 

and yet the right path is already known by God. Thus we would be wise to allow Him to lead us. 

 

Therefore, I invite you to join the Transition Team in praying intentionally through the remainder of 

this Lenten season for God to reveal His will for our church. Again, a reminder that prayer is asking 

God to align our will with His, and not the other way around. If we collectively commit to praying for 

His will to be made known to us, I truly believe that He will be faithful in answering that prayer. Our 

time of intentional prayer will culminate in our gatherings on Good Friday evening and Easter Sunday 

morning, after which time I believe we will have greater clarity as to how we are to proceed. Thank 

you for joining me in praying for wisdom and discernment.  

 

For His Glory, 

Pastor Erik 
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